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THE SOMERS SCHOOL DISTRICT
On Monday, March, 9th, at 10:00am, the
League will hold its monthly meeting at the
Somers Library. Dr. Ray Blanch, Superintendent of Schools, accompanied by Ken Crowley, Assistant Superintendent for Business,
will present the proposed school budget for
2015-16.
Once again, we will have the opportunity to discuss
the issues now facing the school. What are the pressing
concerns? Can the Somers schools function well within
the State budget cap of 2%? Has the academic program
continued to offer new challenges to the students?
Dr. Blanch is in his fifth year as Superintendent of
the Somers Schools. He began his career as an elementary school teacher and went on to become principal,
and eventually Superintendent. He has an Administrative
License and a PhD. in educational leadership from the
University of Denver. He , his wife and four children live in
Heritage Hills.
Be sure to attend this informative meeting!
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Global climate change. The League of Women Voters has been at the forefront of the environmental protection movement for decades, consistently supporting legislation to
preserve our nation’s natural resources and protect our
public health. We support legislation that protects our
country from the physical, economic and public health
effects of climate change. The League’s environmental
work falls into 3 categories; global climate change, clean
air defense and clean energy.
Climate change is the greatest challenge of our
generation. The League supports legislative solutions, including setting caps on greenhouse gas and carbon pollution. They also support strong executive branch action
under the Clean Air Act to cut industrial carbon pollution
from new and existing power plants.
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The League works to protect air quality by advocating for federal air pollution control on government installations, fuels and motor vehicles. League members
across the country campaign to urge the President and
Congress to lead the world in the fight against climate
change.
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Treasurer
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The League advocates for legislation to improve energy efficiency and opposes oil drilling in environmentally
sensitive areas. They oppose the construction of the Keystone XL Pipeline which threatens to pollute huge drinking water reserves, increase the world’s dependence on
dirty oil and increase the greenhouse gases that contribute to climate change. Preservation of a healthy environment is a top priority and state Leagues have taken the
lead in working to block fracking that threatens to pollute
natural resources in their community.
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Corresponding Secretary
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SAVE THE DATE!
BOOK & AUTHOR LUNCHEON
THURSDAY MAY 21, 2015—See p. 5

Loretta Nelson, Co-President

PUBLICATIONS: Carol Sturtz, editor……………………………………….…………..….Harriet Leib, Mac Sturtz
MAILINGS:
Lucille Williams
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CAN LAME DUCKS FLY?
(We can all dream….)
For the last time, the One Hundred and Thirteenth Congress returned to
Capitol Hill on Monday, December 1, 2014, after the long post election and
Thanksgiving holiday hiatus.
Before entering chambers, many visited the gymnasium. There, the mood
was jovial as new family photos were passed between treadmills and bicycles. Upon entering
their respective chambers, Congressman and Senators reached across the aisles greeting each
other and shaking hands. A feeling of camaraderie was in the air. There was an expectant buzz
as if something was going to happen.
And, it did. Speaker of the House, John Boehner, took his place on the podium. He welcomed the Representatives back and announced, “This is a new day. Let’s show the country
what we can do. Let’s leave some mark as the 113th Congress. Shall we attack immigration
first?” There was a burst of applause. Spencer Bachus, retiring Republican representative
from Alabama, addressed the floor, “Since Obama has made his immigration move and changes will be made anyway, may I move that we adopt Senator Charles Schumer’s 2013 Bill 5744
that the Senate passed fifteen months ago and we have buried in committee since then. It is
far more inclusionary and will reflect well on us.” move was seconded by Trey Goudy, Republican of South Carolina, a member of the Judiciary and Immigration Policy Committees. Bill
5744 will be revived and voted on during this Session of Congress.
The Speaker next suggested that an effort be made this very week to begin confirming
the fifteen judicial nominees for posts that have been vacant for so long. Boehner used his
gavel to quiet the humming house. He then made this startling announcement, “While we are
adjourned for lunch, I want you to strongly consider withdrawing the suit against President
Obama and the wording of the Affordable Care Act. We now know Obamacare is a fait accompli and politically popular. Doing this will certainly smooth the transition to the 114th Congress.” Another burst of applause followed and the Representatives, all in their navy blue suits
with either blue or red ties, filed out on the way to the Capitol Lunchroom.
Word of Congress’s action immediately traveled to the White House and Senate. With
the exception of “Grinchlike” Ted Cruz, Senators stood and cheered. President Obama shook
his head in wonderment. He and Vice President Biden notified the House that they would visit
it in the afternoon.
Perhaps, there was a Black Friday special on goodwill. Perhaps, they wanted to dispel
the thought of Blue Monday. Maybe it was due to public unrest. Could it be the Holiday spirit? Or, is it a Miracle? This Lame Duck 113th Congress has decided to spread its wings and
reach a height America never thought it would. Will the 114th Congress follow suit in 2015?
by Betty Golub
March , 2015
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HIDDEN TREASURES
In a building in Mount Kisco, more than 30,000 pieces of art collected by
William Louis Dreyfus and previously unavailable to the public, was the
scene of a group viewing by Somers LWV members. For fifty years, Louis
Dreyfus collected art by unknown artists, many of whom have since become well-known. The collection, seen by LWV on Tuesday, February 10th, includes paintings,
drawings, etchings, sculpture and other art forms.
Through the efforts of Bea Bartner and Joyce Liebman, we viewed the work of indigent,
untrained street artists as well as more accomplished efforts. It was a very exciting experience
unlike the usual visits to museums and art galleries.
Following the exhibit, we enjoyed a wonderful lunch at Café of Love where we were
able to exchange our impressions of the art collection and enjoy being with old and new
friends. Many thanks to Bea and Joyce for this unusual opportunity!

THE LEAGUE: 2014
The past year has seen many accomplishments for the League
of Women Voters. We continued to organize registration drives, holding nearly 600 candidate events and handing out over a million pieces
of literature to help educate voters.
During 2014, we continued to oppose discriminatory voting
laws and worked strenuously to restore key provisions of the Voting Rights Act. We were
successful in Missouri where we helped to stop a discriminatory voter photo ID bill and a restrictive early voting amendment. In Pennsylvania, we were instrumental in stopping a state
voter photo ID law and in Minnesota, we helped pass online voter registration. The League
continues its efforts to ensure voting rights for all citizens throughout the country.
In addition to the critical issue of open access to voting for all citizens, the League has
also worked to protect a clean environment, having sent nearly 100,000 comments to the
EPA’s Clean Power Plan. Our League also supports measures to limit the influence of special
interests and big money donors. The League strives to support efforts to improve the lives of
citizens and protect the democratic process.
March, 2015
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MONDAY, MARCH 9TH

THURSDAY, MAY 21ST

10:00am Monthly Meeting
10:30am :”The State of Our
Schools”
Dr. Ray Blanch
Somers Library, Reis Park

12:00 Book & Author Luncheon
Traveler’s Rest
Route 100, Ossining

MONDAY, APRIL 13TH
10:00am Monthly Meeting
10:30am “Report to the
People”
Members of the Town Board
Somers Town Hall
Route 202

MONDAY, MAY 11TH
10:00am Monthly Meeting
10:30am “Women and their Money”
Paul Sheldon
Somers Library, Reis Park

SATURDAY, JUNE 6TH & 7TH
2015 NY State Convention
Desmond Hotel & Conference
Center
Albany, NY

MONDAY, JUNE 8TH
10:00am Final Meeting
“All You Can Eat” Brunch
Somers Library, Reis Park

HEALTH CARE IN NEW YORK STATE
The NY State LWV is strongly supporting the New York Health Bill that
would create single-payer health care coverage for all. The Bill will come to a vote in the
Assembly this session and will probably pass but has no chance of passing in the Senate. Still,
as LWVNY points out, “it is a step forward.”

* * *
Tax deductible online and credit card donations to Local Leagues are now possible. To make a
donation, use the following link: Local League EF Donations.

March, 2015

Somers League of Women Voters

p5

SUPPORTERS OF OUR LEAGUE — 2014-2015
American Portfolios Louis Tagliiaferro

100 Mill Plains Road, Danbury Ct. 06811

Annie’s Nails

5 Heritage 202 Center, Somers

Appliance Plus

3 Lovell St., Lincolndale, 10541

Aries Automotive of Somers

253 Route 100

Fred’s Haircutting

270 Katonah Ave., Katonah

Hair by Lisa

256 Route 100, Somers

Il Forno Trattoria

343 Route 202, Somers

Marti Lowenfeld, Houlihan/Lawrence

Somers, NY

The Mexican Shack

256 Route 100, Somers

Osceola Garage

44 Route 118, Baldwin Place

Rainbow Tailors & Cleaners

7 Heritage 202 Center

Somers Smiles

356 Route 202, Somers

SUPPORT OUR SUPPORTERS

BENEFACTORS — 2014-2015
Francoise Bennett

Loretta Nelson

Flo Brodley

Jane Pelavin

Leslie Jay-Gould

Pat Ploss

Polly Kuhn

Willa Reichbach

Harriet & George Leib

Barbara Rothman

Doris & Walter Lipman

Anne Stafford

Marti Lowenfeld

Carol & Mac Sturtz

Fran McLoughlin

Lucille Williams

Democracy is not a spectator sport!
The League of Women Voters is a non-partisan organization that does
not support or oppose candidates or political parties.
March, 2015
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