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*************************************************************************

Permit Compliance and Abatement Project

The first General Membership Meeting of the new League Year is on Saturday, September 19th. The topic is Sewers and the Sewer Systems in Oneida County. We will have a panel composed of Steve Devan, P.E. from Oneida County Sewer District; Roger Cleveland, Oneida County Sewer District Steering Committee member; and a Consulting Engineer from Shumaker Consulting Engineering & Land Surveying, P.C. Each panelist will be able to answer questions on specific aspects of the problem.

Members of the Local League Study Committee have continued to attend the monthly Steering Committee meetings. They are usually held in the New York Mills Community Center on the last Thursday of the month. They run from 5:30PM to 7:00PM.  

The Steering Committee has now formed a smaller working group. They meet separately from the larger group. They meet with experts and other governments who have had similar problems.  This Working Group is Co-Chaired by Roger Cleveland and Carson Sorrell.  Karl Schrantz, a representative from the engineering firm hired by the County, reports on the ongoing assessment and evaluation of the sewer system which empties at the Sauquoit Pumping Station. As some of you may have noticed that smoke testing of some localities has taken place. This enables the engineers to determine where inflow and infiltration of non-sanitary water is entering the system. It has been determined that this is the major reason we have sewerage entering the Mohawk River at the Sauquoit Station.

As the facts of the problem become more apparent and are documented, attention is turning to the cost of repairs. It is going to be big! All members of the Steering committee seem to agree with Commissioner Devan when he remarked, “The days of don’t fix it till it’s broke are over.” 

What this means is that our community is going to have to create a fund to make sure ongoing maintenance and repairs are made. To that end Mr. Devan has included in his budget an additional $1.2 million, which he determined “…is an initial amount needed to fund small projects as well as debt service for initial project work for the towns and villages serviced by the Pump Station.” There are several suggestions on how to fund this provision.

In addition to questions of funding, the working group and the Steering Committee are considering changes in the organizational structure of the regional sewer system. Again there are a number of possible solutions that have been talked about.

Eventually the Steering committee will be making recommendations as to funding and structural changes to help solve our region-wide sewer problems. These are very technical and detailed issues – there are no simple answers. What our community decides is going to be basic to our future growth and development. We on the Local Study Committee urge you will attend this September meeting. Bring a guest!

-- Local Study Committee, Johanna Albrecht, Mary Anthony and Barbara Weaver

***************************************************************************

MEMBERSHIP MINUTE
Please check your membership expiration date on the address label of this Voter. Membership is $60 for an individual or $85 for a household. Your check may be sent to our Treasurer or paid at general membership meetings. The address is: 





LWV Treasurer


                        
26 Woodberry Rd.



           
New Hartford, NY 13413

--Meg Pfeiffer, Membership Chair
*************************************************************************

Co-Presidents’ Corner
Our late Spring and Summer League activities kept us very busy. Fall is always a demanding time for us with September and November general membership meetings, voter registration, get out the vote activities, as well as candidate forums.

This is an important election year for local elections and local and New York State issues. Voter Services will be busy with Fall activities. If you can help in any way, please contact Barbara Brookes or Karen McBride and read their report. There are two naturalization ceremonies this month: Thursday September 17th at Fort Stanwix in Rome, and Friday September 25th at Oneida County Office Building in Utica. The new Oneida County Board of Election Commissioners, Kathleen Perez and Pamela Mandryck, will be taking the lead in registering these new citizens. 
Our general membership meeting is planned for September 19 at the Resource Center for Independent Living’s Dorothy Smith Advocacy Center on the corner of Genesee and Scott Streets. Please join us to hear a panel presentation of those actively engaged in resolving the problems with sewerage and efforts to improve the spillage and contamination that Oneida County has been trying to clean-up. Our local study issue of Smart Growth, focusing on the Sewer Study monitoring the Permit Compliance and Abatement Project, is spearheaded by Leaguers Johanna Albrecht, Mary Anthony, and Barbara Weaver who have been active observers of this process.

Donna Gillette and Carole Torok-Huxtable served as delegates at the New York State League of Women Voters Convention from May 15-17 in Syracuse. Other League members participated at the Friday pre-session program focusing on topics of membership, league goals, issues, advocacy, and accomplishments. Please visit the New York State and United States League websites to become more educated and aware of all that the League does. Due to escalating publishing costs, most communication and updates are being accomplished electronically.

This spring, our League was awarded a small grant from the national LWV Education Fund with pass-through funding from The Herb Block Foundation for the second phase of its “Citizen Initiative for Transparency,” a project to monitor and advocate for open government at all levels. League members Sharen Barboza, Donna Goodwin, Liz Pattengill, Meg Pfeiffer, and Carole Torok-Huxtable (along with Mary Chapin and Donna Gillette) conducted the work on this public documents audit relating to open records access. More on this project will be shared at a future meeting. See press release in this newsletter that summarizes the highlights of this project and FOIA (Freedom of Information Act).

At our Annual Meeting on May 2nd, Eric Kulleseid, Deputy Commissioner for Open Space Protection with the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation, shared with us the agency’s goal of creating and enhancing parkland linkages across the state. At our Annual Meeting’s business, we voted to continue the local study issue of Smart Growth with attention on the Sewer Study. We also elected Donna Gillette and Carole Torok-Huxtable, Co-Presidents, Johanna Albrecht, First Vice-President, Barbara Brookes, Secretary, and Directors: Lucille Argenzia, Trudy Kennedy, Karen McBride, Jean Pierce, and Lori Wasielewski.

Remember that Board meetings are held on the first Saturday of each month at the New Hartford Library, 10:00 a.m. to noon; please let us know any agenda items, issues, or concerns that you would like your board to address. We look forward to an exciting and engaging 2009-2010 league year.
-- Donna Gillette and Carole Torok-Huxtable, Co-Presidents

**************************************************************************

**************************************************************************

SUMMARY OF MINUTES FROM ANNUAL MEETING

MAY 2, 2009
Minutes:  Minutes of 2008 Annual Meeting were read by Secretary and motioned that they be approved at next annual meeting. Carried.
Treasurer’s Report:  Report and proposed budget as published in the April/ May Voter to membership were presented by Audrey Sotendahl.  Carried.

Election of Officers:  Doreen Markson presented slate of officers as printed in program.  Carried. Co-Presidents Donna Gillette and Carole Torok Huxtable stated that Krista Hartman had resigned as Voter editor and that Sharen Barboza will accept the position as Voter editor.  Pat Sleeper has also resigned her directorship.  An invitation was extended to the membership to attend Board meetings, held on the 1st Saturday at 10a.m. at the New Hartford Library. Membership was also reminded that that on off months (between General Membership meetings) discussions are held on other League issues.

Proposed Local Study Items:  Continue the local study issue of Smart Growth, including the Sewer Study monitoring the Permit Compliance and Abatement Project. Design a plan to work with the local Boards of Elections as necessary to educate citizens on the selected certified voting systems to implement the Help America Vote Act (HAVA) in New York. Carried. Kay Lanaux suggested a proposal that has been suggested by the Utica Democratic Women to set up an education program with college students to teach them the election system and then have these students educate their fellow students. Discussion: Should we affiliate with the Democratic Women’s Organization?  Has the Republican Women’s Group been contacted?  No action was taken on this proposal by Kay Lanaux.

New Grant- auditing the level of transparency by governmental responses to make available material e.g. minutes of meetings etc.  The committee will also study the policies and requirements in place to access information.  The next committee meeting is Monday May 4th at RCIL at the Columbia site. Forms will be selected to use to record information. Mary Chapin has volunteered to lead the Climate Change/Environment item. Karen McBride gave information on the upcoming State Convention.

Post Meeting: First Saturday in June – Board meeting-planning calendar for 2009-2010. New Hartford Library 10a.m. 

--Respectfully Submitted, Johanna Albrecht
**************************************************************************

BOARD MEETING SUMMARIES
June 6, 2009
Present:  
C. Huxtable, D. Gillette, M. Anthony, M. Pfeiffer, B. Brookes,
L. Wasielewski, K. McBride, A. Sotendahl  

Excused:  S. Barboza, J. Pierce, J. Albrecht, I. Chiquoine
Treasurer’s Report:  Audrey submitted her current report and it was accepted.  

Membership Report:  Audrey proposed having all membership dues due on the same date instead of staggering dates.  Membership must be reported to US LWV in January or February.  It is more difficult to count the number of members when we have rolling membership.  Audrey will present a proposal to change members’ dues payments to the end of the fiscal year in May and June.  She will present this proposal to the board in February.
Sewerage Steering Committee:  Mary Anthony gave a brief progress report on the work of the committee.  Mary, Johanna Albrecht and Barbara Weaver are continuing to attend meetings and monitor the Sauquoit pumping station. $153M will be needed to correct the overflow problem.

She discussed possible speakers for our first General Membership meeting.
Program Planning for 2009 – 2010:

Board Meeting dates:  (All Saturdays) 8/15/09, 10/3, 11/7, 12/5 then 1/9/10, 2/6, 3/6, 4/10 and 5/8 (Annual meeting—tentative).  All except Annual Meeting meet at the New Hartford Public Library at 10:00 a.m.

General Membership Meetings:  (All Saturdays)

DATE                                     SPEAKER/TOPIC

9/19/09


Local study item:  Sewerage
11/21/09


Voter Education Panel:  Oneida County Election Commissioners;
Aimee Allaud, LWVNYS

1/23/10


Health Care Panel:  local groups:  Citizen Action;  John Furman

3/20/10


Fair Pay/ Pay Equity

AAUW; YWCA; Mary Chapin, Women’s History Project;  DAR,
Holland Patent Group

5/8/10


Annual Meeting:  Health Care/Pay Equity
Physicians organized for single payer; Donna Packard Mahoney,

LWVNYS or Transparency in Government Grant Project

All topics are tentative and subject to change.  Carole reviewed our League’s legislative priorities:  (1) Affordable and accessible Health Care, (2) Women’s Issues, (3) Energy/Environment and (4) Social Policy and Equality of Opportunity. The board would like to continue to hold the General Membership meetings at RCIL (former Temple Beth El).  Donna will check on availability of Community Room at RCIL as well as food contract with Deborah.  Other possibilities include Bon Appetit or UU Church.
Other Business:
· Board Orientation:  Donna referred to the LWVNYS publication, In League in New York State, as a valuable resource for new board members.  Donna will contact Meg, Jean and Lori to arrange a date for an orientation session.

· Karen distributed the 2007-2008 Activities Sheet to board members.  She will make a minor correction relating to the reporting of election results on Election Night.

· Dates for off-meeting discussion groups will be decided at the board meeting in August.

· Karen will find out the cost of a LWV business card giving local League telephone number and website address to hand out to prospective members.

· Carole reminded board members to think about guest columns and letters to the Editor in the OD in their respective portfolio areas.

Meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m.
August 15, 2009
Present:  
C. Huxtable, D. Gillette, B. Brookes, L. Wasielewski, K. McBride, A. Sotendahl, T. Kennedy Excused:  Sharen Barboza, Meg Pfeiffer, Ibby Chiquoine

Minutes:  Minutes of June 6, 2009:  one correction:  should read “Carole Torok-Huxtable” instead of Carole Huxtable.  Minutes of April 4, 2009 read and approved.  
Treasurer’s Report:  Audrey submitted her report and it was accepted.
Membership Report:  Members delinquent with dues for three months will go on the inactive list.
Voter Services:  
Naturalization Ceremonies:  Kathleen Perez, Democratic Election Commissioner, has notified us that the Election Commissioners will now attend the Naturalization Ceremonies starting on September 17th.  They will now take care of voter registration of new citizens.  The board unanimously agreed that we would like to continue to participate in these ceremonies and help with voter registration.  Carole will make arrangements for a meeting with the Commissioners to inform them of our work and to ask if we can continue to play an active role at the ceremonies.
Voter Education:  Barbara B. has asked Kathleen Perez if League members can observe a training session for the new optical scan voting machines.  

Pilot Project:  Oneida County will be participating in a pilot project of the new voting machines.  The Town of Marcy will be the test group; only electronic voting machines will be used at polling places in Marcy in the 2009 elections.

Voter Guides:  Karen has received Voter Guides, Part I, and has started distributing them. The board decided to order Voter Guides, Part II, which provide information about ballot propositions and the NYS Supreme Court judicial election.  The board will not order the “Your Right to Vote in N. Y. State,” but will print pamphlets from the NYS-LWV website and copy as needed.

Voter Services Committee:  Karen and Barbara will make arrangements for a Voter Services Committee meeting this month to plan fall activities.
Old Business:
Regional Directors Meetings:  Donna and Carole are involved through telephone conferences.  Regional Directors may bring local League issues to the attention of State League leaders.

Orientation for new and continuing board members:  Donna will send an e-mail invitation with suggested dates and times to board members.

Citizen Transparency Public Documents Audit Grant Update:  Grant project included Oneida County Legislature and three of its committees, three cities, four towns, three villages and three school districts.  Carole reported that the OD has requested an exact summary of the project which hasn’t yet been approved by the committee.  
New Business:
General Membership Meeting: Saturday, 9/19/09 at RCIL. Topic: Progress on sewers and storm runoffs.  Cost: $12.00 for members and $15.00 for non-members. Speakers will be guests of our local League.  Audrey will invite AAUW members.
Newsletter:  Carole reminded board members to submit articles for newsletter by the deadline:  Friday, August 21. Newsletter will be in the mail by August 31.

Health Care Reform:  Congressman Michael Arcuri will be holding a Town Hall meeting on Health Care Reform on Wednesday, August 19, 2009 from 4:00 – 5:30 p.m. at MVCC, IT Bldg. Auditorium.  Donna will attend and encouraged other board members to join for a strong League presence.  Both the State and National League support a single payer system of health care.

State Board Report:  Donna reported on selected items from the August State Board Reports.

National LWV Update:  Carole shared content of on-line publication, “Leader’s Update” which discusses national issues.  Trudy will distribute to board members via email.

Portfolio/Activity Preferences & Choices: Karen and Trudy will work together on designing and publishing a business card for board members.  Karen will send template to board members.

Leaders Spark, Students Inside Albany Update:  Donna reported that Leaders Spark for high school youth will end as of 11/1/09.  Students will be solicited for Students Inside Albany.  Past participant Kimberly Cotton will be invited to share her experiences at our November General Membership Meeting.

Website Update:  Carole asked board members to view our local League website (lwvuticarome.org) and send suggestions to Sharen.

Other:  Carole read note from former board member Pat Sleeper. Donna read letter recommending Carole’s reappointment to the board of Mohawk Valley Community Action.

Meeting adjourned at 12:12 p.m.

– Respectfully submitted, Barbara Brookes
*************************************************************************

Citizen Initiative for Transparency:

The Utica/Rome Metro Area League of Women Voters

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Public Documents Audit

The ability and opportunity to access public documents in a timely manner is an important guarantee to anyone living in this country. The Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) legalizes this transparency and accountability in government and public entities. Celebrating FOIA’s 43rd anniversary on the 4th of July is a time to reflect on how well we are doing locally. The local League of Women Voters (LWV) recently conducted a directed random survey of Oneida County government, municipalities, and school districts during Spring 2009.

The scope of this project involved the following entities: Oneida County Legislature and three of its Committees; all three cities in Oneida County; and three villages, four towns, and three school districts selected at random. Our purpose was to obtain access to public documents. Records requested included the most recent meeting agenda and minutes; the meeting agenda and minutes which held an Executive Session, a copy of the most recent no-bid contract, and documents that reflect the highest annual compensation of the top ranking employee and his/her itemized expense record for the last fiscal year, as well as itemized expense accounts of all elected or appointed officials (limited to the top five). Additionally, student disciplinary records were requested from school districts. 

Overview of findings includes the following information. The most accessible documents were the meeting agenda and minutes. Meetings with Executive Session reflect that this event occurred, but provide little or no other information. If information is not available electronically, one must complete and submit a written request for most documents. Some entities identified that all contracts go out for bid, and most included in this audit had few “no-bid” contracts. For no-bid contracts for the larger municipalities, the requestor must provide more specific detail, e.g., date and agency/department. Generally, public officials in the audited municipalities and school districts do not have expense accounts, but rather use a voucher system or budget appropriated designated funding that was available upon request. School districts did not provide access to student disciplinary records, citing privacy protection. However, they did provide their aggregated data for the most recent fiscal year reported to the New York State Education Department in the Summary of Violent and Disruptive Incidents Report. 

In summary, some public documents are available on line, but one must obtain the exact website and link; often, a phone call to the clerk or records access officer facilitates access for linkage. The smaller villages and towns in this audit, despite limited clerk hours, responded more quickly and involved fewer steps to access the documents than the larger cities in Oneida County. When requested, copies of the requested documents varied from ten to twenty-five cents per page.

The Utica/Rome Metro Area LWV has a history of educating on public policy and informed decision making. The LWV encourages informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and understanding. Undertaking this public documents audit provided a local report on the ease of accessing these documents in one local county. We invite others to be proactive in seeking information that is available to them under FOIA.

Those interested in discussing the FOIA anniversary and the League’s audit should contact Carole Torok-Huxtable at 315-822-5283. The full audit report will be available online in October at http://www.lwvuticarome.org
***************************************************************************

VOTER SERVICE REPORT:  RESOURCES FOR VOTERS

The new 2009 election season is approaching now with Primary Day on September 15th and the General Election on Tuesday. November 3rd.  This year Oneida County is participating in a federally mandated pilot to test the new optical scan voting equipment.  The Town of Marcy is the test group; only electronic voting machines will be used there.

The 2009 Voter’s Guide, Part 1: Facts for Voters provides basic general information on voting requirements.  There is also a concise description of the voting process for the pilot counties as well as the not-so-new Ballot Marking Devices.  A Voter’s Guide is included in your Bulletin; read it NOW before the upcoming elections.

Voter’s Guide, Part 2 will present the pros and cons of another amendment to the “forever wild” section of the constitution to allow a power line to traverse Adirondack Park land.  Also highlighted will be helpful information about the NYS Supreme Court judicial election process.

In addition, the State League has received underwriting from the NYS Bar Association for the design and printing of “Your Right to Vote in New York State,” a series of pamphlets for special populations.  These informational pamphlets address voting issues relevant to college students, homeless individuals, individuals convicted of crimes or detained in jail or prison, individuals with physical disabilities and individuals with mental health disabilities.

If you would like to help distribute these publications to the general public or help with election season activities,  please call Barbara Brookes at 853-2723 or Karen McBride at 724-2359.
**************************************************************************
UPCOMING EVENTS

Utica/Rome LWV Board meeting:   
10 a.m., Saturday, Oct 3rd   

New Hartford Public Library, New Hartford 

General Membership Meeting:   

10 a.m., Saturday, September 19th  








RCIL – 1607 Genesee St., Utica


Oneida County Board of Legislators *: 

Oneida County Office Bldg., 

800 Park Ave, 10th Fl., Utica








Sept 16th, 2:00 p.m., Sept 30th, 7:00 p.m.








Oct. 14th, 2:00 p.m., Oct. 28th, 7:00 p.m.
Rome City School District Board**:  

7:00 p.m.

Wed., Sept 2nd District Office
Wed., Sept. 16th (school location TBA)

Wed., Oct 7th District Office 

Wed., Oct. 21st Rome City school

Rome Common Council: 



7:00 p.m., Rome City Hall, 2nd Floor







Wed., Sept. 9th & Wed., Sept. 23rd







Wed., Oct. 14th & Wed., Oct. 28th
Utica City School District Board:  

Conkling Building, 1115 Mohawk St.
Tues., Sept. 8th & Tues., Oct. 13th, 6:00 p.m. 

Tues., Sept. 22nd & Tues., Oct. 27th, 7:00 p.m.
Utica Common Council Meetings:  

7:00 p.m., Utica City Hall

Wed., Sept. 2nd & Sept. 16th







Wed., Oct. 7th & Oct. 21st 
Oneida County Naturalization Ceremonies:
10:30a.m., Oneida County Office Bldg, Utica








Friday, Sept 25th 








Friday, Nov 6th
Federal Naturalization Ceremonies:

Sept 17
Fort Stanwix, Rome, 11 a.m.







Dec. 3

Alexander Pirnie Fed Bldg, Utica

* Meetings can be seen on cable TV: Utica area - Channel 3 on the following Tues at 1:00 p.m., Wed. at 8:00 p.m. and Sat at 2:00 p.m.; Rome area - Channel 99 on the following Wed at 8:00 p.m.

** Meetings are televised on Channel 99, on Tues at 9:00 p.m. and on Thurs at 7:30 p.m. 

***************************************************************************

PLEASE VISIT AND SUPPORT

OUR SPONSORS!
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About the Discussion





Panelists will discuss the Oneida County Sewer District Sanitary Sewer Overflow Abatement Project (OCSD SSO Abatement Project) is a multi-year, multi-phase infrastructure evaluation and improvement project being coordinated by the Oneida County Sewer District. The project is the result of a Consent Order executed between the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYS DEC) and Oneida County. 





GENERAL MEMBERSHIP BREAKFAST





�


WHEN:	Saturday, September 19th, 2009


	9:45 a.m. registration


	10 am.  Panel begins after breakfast





WHERE:	Dorothy Smith Advocacy Center -- RCIL 


	1607 Genesee Street, Utica


	(corner of Scott St., formerly Temple Beth El)





PANEL:	Oneida County Sewer Overflow 	Abatement Project


	


COST:	$12 members/$15 non-members – 


Call or email reservations to Trudy (trewck@roadrunner.com, 733-6244) by Mon., Sept 14th 





Bring a guest!
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