
� League of Women Voters of Smithtown Township 

VOTER 
The LWV is a non-
partisan organization 
that encourages the 
informed and active 
participation of citizens 
in government, and 
influences public policy 
through education and 
advocacy 

 

February 2010                     website: http:/www.lwv-suffolkcounty.org/smithtown.htm 

At the general meeting Monday, February 8, Adam 
Gaus will talk about the state League's government 
consolidation study, including the history of 
consolidation, the need for the study, the consensus 
questions proposed to the state board, the schedule, 
and sources of material for review by a local League 
committee. 
 
To provide a frame of reference, Attorney General 
Cuomo says that there are more than 10,000 
organizations in New York State that have taxing 
power.  At a press conference on Long Island, he said 
that we are at "ground zero" for special districts, 
since there are 710 "governments" on Long Island 
alone.   For example, Suffolk has 10 towns, 31 
villages, 69 school districts, and 93 fire districts.  In 
addition, there are 200 drainage, fire protection, 
lighting, park, refuse & garbage, sewer, water and 
other districts, for a total of 404 "governments" that 
can levy taxes.  Check your real estate tax bill. 
 
Don't forget that Long Island has a longer history 
than much of the rest of the state, and has been 
establishing local governments for 370 
years.  Schools have led the consolidation effort 
during the last 100 years.  Only three "one room" 
school houses still exist in the county-- New Suffolk 
(9 students) on the North Fork, and Sagaponack (12) 
and Wainscott (14) on the South Fork. 
 
Shared services is another aspect of the state League's 
study.  Various school districts are looking at sharing 
functions, such as consolidated purchasing, 
accounting, security, etc. 

Smithtown League Member Meeting  
to discuss the LWVNYS Government Consolidation Study 

Monday, February 8, 2010     Smithtown Main Library 7pm 

To prepare for the meeting, the state League's Web 
page is an excellent start -- http://lwvny.org/
consolidation_sss.html.   
There are links to the justification for the study (May 
2009), including preliminary consensus questions -- 
http://lwvny.org/consolidation/Justification0509.pdf , 
and an excellent document prepared by Noreen 
Fisher, the Chair of the committee -- http://
lwvny.org/consolidation/rational%
20Structures_7pages.pdf 
 
Noreen's document includes the rationale for the 
study, the history of formation of government units, a 
summary of the April 2008 Lundine commission re-
port, and Attorney General Cuomo's "New York 
Government Reorganization and Citizen Empower-
ment Act".  For the full text of this act, click on --
  http://www.dos.state.ny.us/lgss/pdfs/
consolidationdissolutionlaw.pdf 
 
You may also read the full Lundine commission re-
port -- http://www.nyslocalgov.org/report_page.asp 
The committee's discussion guide and consensus 
questions are now available on the state League's 
website -- http://lwvny.org/consolidation/
DiscGuide011010.pdf 

—Leadership in the Community program 
sponsored by the Smithtown Youth Bureau 
and LWV Smithtown 
—Students Inside Albany aupplication details 
 

and more…in this issue of the Smithtown Voter 



 

 
LWV of SMITHTOWN  
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Joyce Rosenthal-265-6463 
   President  
 Sondra Irvine-862-4042   
   1st Vice President, Programs 
Lisa Scott- 265-2198 
   2nd Vice President, Voter Editor  
Marie Manginelli-265-1791 
   Secretary, Membership 
Mary Zopf-499-0107 
  Treasurer, Publications  
 
 
DIRECTORS 
 
Trudy Gaus-543-1446 
  Archivist 
Carol McNally-796-3858 
  ATI-Prevention 
Carole Samples-439-1041 
   Health/Social Policy 
 
 
OFF-BOARD 
 
Stella Baker-265-3376 
  ATI, Natural Resources, Publicity  
Victoria Brown-544-4112 
  Court Reform 
June Carlson-979-0776 
  Ways and Means 
Sharon Kunz-584-7097  
   Phone Squad, Court Monitor   
Mae Tierney-588-4429 
   Budget 
 
 
VACANCIES:  
   
  Director 
  Government Action 
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For info: www.stacarts.org. 

 

President’s Message 
 
     The road referred to as Smithtown’s Main Street begins at the 
Smithtown Bull where Routes 25 and 25A meet and extends east to 
intersection where Route 111 ends and Route 25A separates from  
Route 25.  Both Route 25 and 25A are the oldest, important east-west 
highways on Long Island.  This area is congested with traffic in the 
early morning and evening.  It is extremely difficult to get from the Bull 
to Route 111.  During the hours when the traffic is not as heavy the 
motorists speed by as fast as they can.   It has been the scene of many 
pedestrian traffic accidents including a number of fatalities.  
     This situation is not new to Main St.  In the 1930’s traffic signals 
were installed to control the flow of traffic.  One at Maple Avenue the 
other at what is now called Singer Lane.  Main St. was a two lane 
highway with two lanes for parking. Traffic crawled.  The Long Island 
Railroad was at that time on ground level.  All traffic stopped and 
waited for trains to pass.  There was great opposition to eliminating the 
ground level crossing.  It took ten years to overcome the local 
opposition before the project was able to progress.  On May 4, 1937 the 
underpass was officially opened.  Traffic moved freely for a while then 
the congestion returned. 
     By the summer of 1940 the traffic was as heavy as it had ever been.  
The New York State Division of Highways discovered that Jericho 
Turnpike (Route 25) was the most heavily used road in the state.  Their 
survey disclosed the greatest rush of traffic through Smithtown 
happened on Sundays from 3 to 10. Many people who had driven east of 
Smithtown returned through Main Street on their way home.  The 
Northern State Parkway and the Long Island Expressway had not yet 
been built.   Route 25 and Route 25A were the east-west roads and in 
Smithtown the two became one. 
     In 1952 plans were being made to solve the problem.  The 
Smithtown By-Pass, it was thought, would solve the problem.  Progress 
was slow.  The By-Pass was opened in July 1955.  It was successful in 
relieving traffic on Main St. for a while.  As time went by many homes 
and businesses were built along the By-Pass.   
     Main Street is now a four lane road through the center of town.   At 
rush hours it is as congested as it was in the 1930s as is the Smithtown 
By-Pass.  The State has plans to upgrade and improve the By-Pass in an 
attempt to relieve the traffic on Route 25, Route25A and the Smithtown 
By-Pass.  Only time will tell if they can be successful.  
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Smithtown Town Board  

 

Tuesday: February 9   
9:30 am  work session   

2:00 pm  regular meeting 
 

Smithtown Town Hall   
Second Floor Board Room 

       
 

 
Meeting Schedule  

 

Thursday: February 25   
 7:00 pm  regular meeting 

 

 Eugene A. Cannataro  
Senior Citizen Center 

 420 Middle Country Road, Smithtown, NY.        

             

American Institution Turns 90 
League of Women Voters Celebrates Milestone Birthday 
 
Ninety years ago, Carrie Chapman Catt first proposed a League of Women Voters to “finish the fight” and 
work to end all discrimination against women. And so the League of Women Voters was founded on 
Valentine’s Day in 1920, six months before the ratification of the 19th Amendment giving women the right 
to vote. Today we are a grassroots organization with 850 Leagues throughout all 50 states. Although the 
League is known widely for our voter education efforts, the Smithtown League of Women Voters has been 
an institution in our town for decades, working on local environmental issues, youth leadership programs, 
(and much more). The League is strictly non-partisan, but we have always been political, advocating to 
effect change at the national and local 
level. As we enter into a new year, we 
don’t know exactly what issues will 
confront our community. We do know 
that the League will be there doing what it 
has been trusted to do for more than 90 
years: discuss the important issues, ask 
the difficult questions and demand 
accountability from our local government. 
Our members join the League because they know that whatever happens to our democracy over the next 90 
years, it should be up to us, the people. The League of Women Voters is the organization where hands-on 
work to safeguard democracy leads to civic improvement, and this year, on our 90th Anniversary, we hope 
you will stand with us in this work. If we don’t do it, who will? 

Library Report 
 
The Library has appointed Sue McManus as the 
new Assistant Director to replace the previous 
Assistant who left for a job as Director of another 
library. Cynthia Guzzo was appointed as building 
head for the Nesconset branch. 
The 10 construction bids were opened on January 
13 and will now be examined by the Architectural 
firm and the project manager among others before being awarded.  Construction will begin shortly after. 
The Commack Branch, along with Commack Public library, and the Commack School district are part of a 
“We the people project” – One Book One Community – and will read the book`”3 Cups of Tea”. 

 

Library Board of Trustees  
Meeting Schedule 

 

Regular meeting:   
 

Thursday:   February 25 
Smithtown Main Library at 7pm 

 



TO APPLY FOR STUDENTS INSIDE ALBANY 2010 
 
Submit a letter/short essay outlining your qualifications for this honor. We would hope that you would 
include information on your school accomplishments, examples of leadership roles you have taken on, 
evidence of your involvement in community and civic activities, and any other information that you feel would 
aid us in better knowing you and what you would bring to this conference. 

 
Submit one letter of recommendation from an adult familiar with your qualifications (not a parent or 
guardian). 
 
As a League representative at Students Inside Albany, we would hope that you would both actively participate 
in the conference, and then, upon your return home, share your learning with your school and community. 
 
A brochure on the conference is also available, which will further clarify its purpose and scope. If you have 
any questions, please email lisawscott@optonline.net or leave a message at 631 523 1653 (cell). 
 
You may email your application letter to lisawscott@optonline.net, or mail it to Lisa Scott, 322 River Road, 
St. James NY 11780. (Reference letters should also be mailed to that address.) 

 
The deadline for all application letters and references is March 1, 2010. 

The League of Women Voters of New York State Educational Foundation (supported by NYSUT, CSEA,  
Price Chopper’s Golub Foundation,, and Stewart’s Shops) is sponsoring a conference called 

 
Students Inside Albany     April 11-14, 2010 

 
The Smithtown LWV is accepting applications from high school students who reside in the Town of 

Smithtown for a place at this year’s conference. 
There is no cost to the student who is selected. 

 
If you have a candidate who wishes to submit their name for consideration as a student representative  

from the Smithtown LWV we ask each applicant to do the following: 

 Students Inside Albany April 11-14, 2010  ...applications now being accepted! 

 
Thanks to Noel 
Gish (pictured at 
Mills Pond House 
on December 7) 
for his presentation 
to LWV Smithtown 
members on “Did 
You Know This 
About Long 
Island?” 

Spring Fling Weekend in NYC  

May 14-16, 2010  

Spend a weekend in New York City and 
help raise funds for the League's Education 
Foundation. The kick-off will be a Friday 
evening cocktail party at the lovely 
Manhattan home of Sally Robinson, state 
League Director of Issues and Advocacy, 
followed by a grab bag of events from which 
participants can pick and chose. More 
information will be available soon, but mark 
your calendars now for this fun event��

 



League of Women Voters 
of Smithtown 
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The League of Women Voters of Smithtown and the Smithtown Youth Bureau, with the cooperation of 
Kings Park High School, will be offering a Leadership in the Community program in the coming months. 
 
Leadership in the Community will concentrate on helping students build leadership skills.  The 
program will focus on each student leading others to achieve a project for the community.  Students 
will discuss the qualities of leaders, learn to work with groups and deal with conflicts, set goals and 
plans, and work on their presentation and communication skills. 
 
This program is open to students in grades 8, 9, and 10 who are residents of the Town of Smithtown. 
Students make a commitment to the full program. There is no cost to participate in the program, but students 
must apply for selection since the group size is limited. 
 
If you have questions about this program, please contact the LWV coordinator for the Leadership in the 
Community program:   Lisa Scott   (631) 523-1653   lisawscott@optonline.net 
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Student’s Name_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone_____________________________________Email_____________________________________________________ 
 
High School and Grade__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian/Advisor name/phone_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Why do you want to participate in the Leadership in the Community program?  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

please attach additional page(s) if needed 
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 League of Women Voters of Smithtown 
                     Membership Registration 

 
Name______________________________ 

 
Address____________________________ 

 
City_______________________________ 

 
State_______________Zip____________ 

 
Telephone #________________________ 

 
Email _____________________________ 

 
Even if you do not have time for active  
participation, your membership alone  

will strengthen our voice. 
 

Individual Membership                $50.00 
 

Household (2 at same address)    70.00 
 

Student Membership        20.00 
 

Additional Contribution    _____ 
   

Total                      $_____ 
 
Make dues checks payable to LWV of Smithtown and mail to:    

  LWV of Smithtown 
  c/o Mary Zopf 
  21 Greene Drive 
  Commack, NY 11725 
 

 
Please note:   

 

If you wish to make a tax-deductible donation  
to the League beyond the dues amount, a  

separate check for the donation must be written to 
“LWVNYS Education Foundation”   

and mailed to the address above. Thank you.  
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   February 2010 
 

Mon.      Feb. 1  LWV Smithtown Board meeting via conference call 7pm 
Mon.     Feb. 8  LWV Smithtown Member Meeting , Smithtown Main Library, 7pm 
Tues.      Feb. 9  Town Board Meetings, 9:30am-Work Session; 2pm-Regular Meeting, Town Hall 
Thurs.    Feb. 11 Leadership and the Community (Session 1), Kings Park HS, 6:00-7:30pm 
Wed.      Feb. 17  LWVSC Board Meeting, Riverhead Library, 11:00am-1:00pm 
Thurs.    Feb .25 Library Board Meeting, Smithtown Main Library, 7pm    
Thurs.    Feb. 25 Town Board Meeting, Senior Citizens Center,  7pm 
 
 

    March 2010 
 

Mon.      Mar. 1  LWV Smithtown Board Meeting, 7pm 
 

                 
 LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS ® 
 OF SMITHTOWN   
  
 322 River Road 
 St. James, NY 11780 

Address Correction Requested 

POSTMASTER: 
DATED MAIL–   
Please Rush! 
 
 


