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Co-Presidents’ Corner
What better way to welcome Spring than to share the day with fellow League members and guests on March 20th at The Dorothy Smith Advocacy Center, RCIL, on Genesee Street in Utica. The program will focus on Fair Pay and Pay Equity. So come to celebrate the approach of hopefully warmer weather and camaraderie as well as being updated on an important League issue. 

Our January general membership meeting on January 23rd was devoted to Health Care Reform. We appreciate the efforts our speakers made to enlighten us on this topic. We thank Betsey Swan, NYS League President; Bev Alves, Steering Committee of Single Payer New York and Leadership Conference for Guaranteed Healthcare; and 24th Congressional District Congressman, Representative Michael Arcuri. We especially appreciate their willingness to dialogue with us and share perspectives.

With your input, the board has decided to have some “hot topic” meetings during months we do not have a general membership meeting. On Saturday February 27th we held a pot-luck lunch and discussion on the state study of consolidation/shared services. We also have some consensus questions to explore that LWVNY is seeking local League thoughts about this issue. Planning ahead for April 24th, we will present another “hot topic” on the environmental issue of natural gas drilling and its potential impact, especially since we are in the Marcellus and adjacent shale areas.

We received sad news of the two losses this month.  We lost one of our own, long time member Mary “Mimi” Freeman.  Our condolences go to her friends and family.  A card of sympathy was sent to her husband, Herb Freeman on behalf of our local league.  We also heard of the loss of our neighboring Oneida League’s President, Kathy Dorman. We extend our condolences to her family, friends, and fellow League members. We fondly remember Kathy’s participation with our Utica/Rome League on many programs and her enthusiasm for all League events.

Remember that Board meetings are generally held on the first Saturday of each month at the New Hartford Library, 10:00 a.m. to noon – next meetings are March 6th and April 10th. Please let us know any agenda items, issues, or concerns that you would like your board to address. 

-- Donna Gillette and Carole Torok-Huxtable, Co-Presidents

***************************************************************************
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY – IN THE WORKS!
The Utica-Rome LWV is planning to print a MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY for members only.  Included in the directory will be a listing for each member along with address, phone number, e-mail and areas of interest such as energy and environment, health care, women’s and  children’s issues, transparency in government, reforming state government or others. You may be more specific. This directory will NOT be circulated outside of the league.  It will NOT be on our website.  It will be only for members!

At the March general membership meeting you will be asked to check the accuracy of your contact information and add your areas of interest. If you do not want certain information in the directory, please indicate that.  Your league board hopes that a directory will make communications easier for our newer members and will help all of us to identify common interests among league members.

***************************************************************************
MEMBERSHIP MINUTE

Please check your membership expiration date which is on the address label of this newsletter. Membership is $60 for an individual or $85 for a household. Your check may be sent to our Treasurer or paid at general membership meetings. The address is LWV Treasurer, 26 Woodberry Rd., New Hartford, NY 13413.  





--Meg Pfeiffer, Membership Chair
***************************************************************************Summary of January 23, 2010 General Membership Meeting
Place: The Dorothy Smith Advocacy Center, RCIL, Genesee Street, Utica

Topic: Health Care Reform; Time: 10:00 a.m. -12 Noon
Over 40 League members and guests shared in the panel presentation on Health Care Reform. Our panelists shared their knowledge and experience on different aspects of this topic. Betsey Swan, LWVNY President, presented on the state and national League positions. Beverly Alves, Steering Committee of Single Payer New York and Leadership Conference for Guaranteed Healthcare, passionately shared her thoughts about the need for universal single payer healthcare. Our 24th Congressional District Congressman, Representative Michael Arcuri, provided an update on legislation and health policy influences at the national level and the difficulties in achieving cost effective meaningful reform. After the panel presentation, the panelists exchanged in a lively discussion with the audience, listened to our concerns and perspectives and further contributed their thoughts and feelings as well. We thank our presenters and appreciate everyone’s participation.

***************************************************************************
BOARD MEETING SUMMARY – February 6, 2010
Meeting called to order at 10:10 a.m. by co-Pres. Donna Gillette.

Present:  Ibby Chiquoine, Donna Gillette, Lisa Ostrander, Lucille Argenzia, Meg Pfeiffer, Karen McBride, Loretta Wasielewski, Carole Torok-Huxtable and Barbara Brookes

Excused:  Trudy Kennedy, Sharen Barboza, Johanna Albrecht, Audrey Sotendahl

MINUTES:  Minutes of January 9, 2010 accepted as e-mailed.  

TREASURER’S REPORT:  In Audrey’s absence, Ibby reported on funds collected at the General Membership meeting on Saturday, January 23, 2010:  33 members paid $12.00; 2 non-members paid $15.00.  Donna will follow up with Audrey regarding the bill.  Full Treasurer’s report tabled until next board meeting.

MEMBERSHIP:  Meg reported that there are 55 current members.  Rona Lucas and Joanne Byrnes have been reactivated; Jean Pierce and Sally Majka are inactive.  Meg distributed Membership Plan to board:  Areas of focus include publicity, hot topics, integration of new members in meetings and projects, and directory of contact information for members.  A sample roster will be distributed at the March General Membership meeting; members will check and write in areas of interest.  Motion made by Lucille and seconded by Lisa to accept the Membership Plan with the provision that the plan may be changed by the committee.  Meg described an acrylic display stand for membership materials.  Lisa made motion to purchase the stand for $20.00; Lorrie seconded.

Discussion of Hot Topics:  

1) Gas Drilling at Marcellus Shale.  Sharen has ideas for speakers.  Possible Hot Topic for luncheon or brunch in April.  Donna will check available dates at RCIL.  Meg, Lisa and Barbara are also interested in helping with this meeting.

2)  Consolidation of Services:  Discussion meeting on this topic for members planned for Saturday, February 27, 2010 with pot-luck brunch at 11:30 a.m. at RCIL.  Carole will invite the Greater Oneida League and will also send a sympathy card to Kelly Rose on the loss of their President Kathy Dorman.

VOTER SERVICES:  

Naturalization Ceremonies:  Karen received request from County Clerk’s Office to host the county ceremonies on Feb.19th or November 5th. Karen will find out if we are still needed for providing refreshments on Feb.19th.  Carole & Donna are willing to help on Feb. 19th.

Voter Registration:  Karen contacted Kay Lanaux of NAACP and Neighborhood Investment Assn.  Kay will notify us of any events or contact persons for holding voter registration drives.

New Citizens:  Aimee Allaud and Maggie Moehringer both advise us to follow the Board of Elections Commissioners’ recommendation to have the new citizens sign the voter registration form after the ceremony.  Carole will contact the Commissioners during the week of Feb. 15th for a meeting on this issue and voter education plans.

OLD BUSINESS:

· Special Committee Status Report Update:  Sewage:  Tabled until next meeting since Johanna not present.

· Citizen Transparency Public Documents Audit Grant Update:  Tabled.

· Community Coalition on Healthy Foods:  Debra interested in working with second-graders at MLK School in Utica on letter-writing campaign for healthy school lunches.  Ibby will help with this project.

· Deaths of members Trudy Kilbane and Mimi Freeman noted:  both obituaries appeared in February 3, 2010 Observer-Dispatch.  Mimi Freeman’s service will be Sat., Feb. 13th at 11:30 a.m. at the New Hartford Presbyterian Church.

NEW BUSINESS:  

· Program Planning:  March 20th General Membership meeting—Topic:  Fair Pay/Pay Equity.  Panel format.  Carole will contact Mary Chapin about cooperating with a CNY Women’s History Project event on March 20th.  Carole will invite Barbara Thomas of the state League and Donna G. will contact Destito and Griffo.  Lucille recommended honoring the many “unsung heroines” in our community; she has a bio request form.

· Students Inside Albany, April 11-14, 2010: Lucille will follow-up with Rome public schools and send applications to Juniors and Seniors.  Carole will contact Mt. Markham School, and Donna G. will call Lou Parrotta at Proctor High School.

· Consolidation proposal from LWVNY:  Hot Topic for pot-luck brunch on February 27th at RCIL.  Membership committee will send e-mail to members and call members who do not have e-mail.

· Nominating Committee plans:  Doreen would like Lorrie and Karen to call her to determine a meeting date and time.  (Positions open:  2nd VP, Treasurer, 3 Directors)

· Newsletter:  Deadline for March newsletter is February 19th.  Lucille and Ibby will confer about proposed budget by e-mail.  Slate of officers and directors should be finished.

· Information on establishing 501c3 tax-exempt status:  Committee:  Donna G., Carole, Lucille and Sharen.  Next meeting:  February 24th at 4:00 p.m.

· State Board Report Items:  Forum on Redistricting Reform will be held on Feb. 9th in Albany.  Lucille will send items to Sharen for newsletter.

· National LWV Update:  Leader’s Update of January 28th was e-mailed to board.  Mary Chapin and Sharen will submit a proposal regarding Clean Air and Water Act as priority issue at LWVUS National Convention.

· Voter Education:  Defer until after meeting with Board of Election Commissioners.  Carole will contact Commissioners during week of Feb. 15th.

· Portfolio/Activity preferences:  Directory of members will elicit more information about members’ interests.

NEXT MEETING:  Saturday, March 6, 2010 at 10:00 a.m.

Meeting was adjourned at 11.41 a.m.


-- Respectfully submitted, Barbara Brookes
***************************************************************************
Calling All Cooks!

The Washington DC League is preparing a recipe book in conjunction with the 90th birthday of the National League and our Chapter.  The book will be edited by Goody Braun, whose byline, Goody Solomon, has appeared on food and nutrition articles in the press for many years.  “Old Ways Made New” and “Modernizing the Old Fashioned” are working titles, which will contain favorite recipes (often made with heavy doses of fat, sugar and salt) converted into modern, healthier, still delicious versions. All categories – appetizers, snacks, soups, salads, entrees, vegetables, desserts, etc. – will be included. 

Here’s a chance to share your culinary skills and interests with others while benefiting the LWV.   Please send your recipes to Goody (her email and snail mail addresses are below).  She will update them and return revisions to you for review.  If you already have updated and old versions, please send both to her.  Brand new 21st century recipes also would be welcome.  Ask your friends for contributions, too.  Please note: these should be individual recipes.  

· If a favorite comes from a cookbook, be sure to give an accurate reference.  Also please indicate whether you want your name on the recipe and include any anecdotal information you may wish, such as family history related to the recipe. 

· Email is preferred:  goody.solomon@verizon.net.  Or send by regular mail to Goody Braun, 1712 Taylor St. NW, Washington, DC 20011.

· Please send your recipes by end of March or at inform Goody f you intend to send something.

***************************************************************************
Spring Fling Weekend – NYC – May 14-16th 
Fundraiser sponsored by LWVNY

If interested, email lwvuticarome@gmail.com or visit:  http://www.lwvny.org/announcements/SpringFling022610.pdf
***************************************************************************
UPCOMING EVENTS

Utica/Rome LWV Board meeting:   

10 a.m., Saturday, March 6th   

New Hartford Public Library, New Hartford 

General Membership Meeting:   

10 a.m., Saturday, March 20th  








RCIL – 1607 Genesee St., Utica


Oneida County Board of Legislators *: 

Oneida County Office Bldg., 

800 Park Ave, 10th Fl., Utica








Mar. 10th 2:00 p.m., Mar. 24th, 7:00 p.m. 

Rome Common Council: 



7:30 p.m., Rome City Hall








Wed., Mar. 10th & Wed., Mar 24th 
Utica City School District Board:  


Conkling Building, 1115 Mohawk St.

Tues., Mar. 9th, 6:00 p.m. 

Tues., Mar. 23rd, 6:00 p.m.

Rome City School District Board**:  

7:00 p.m.

Wed., Mar. 3rd District Office (Business Meeting)

Wed., Mar. 17th Bellamy Elementary School 

Oneida County Naturalization Ceremonies:
10:30a.m., Oneida County Office Bldg, Utica








Friday, April 16th







Friday, September 24th







Friday, November 5th
Federal Naturalization Ceremonies:

11am, Alexander Pirnie Bldg, 10 Broad St. Utica
Thurs, March 25th, May 13th, June 24th, Dec 2nd
11am Fort Stanwix, Rome

Thurs, Sept. 16th
* Meetings can be seen on cable TV: Utica area - Channel 3 on the following Tues at 1:00 p.m., Wed. at 8:00 p.m. and Sat at 2:00 p.m.; Rome area - Channel 99 on the following Wed at 8:00 p.m. 

** Meetings are televised on Channel 99, on Tues at 9:00 p.m. and on Thurs at 7:30 p.m. 

***************************************************************************

Nominating Committee 2010-2012

Barbara Shuck (Chair), JoAnn Jacobson and Nancy Agen

Board Representatives to Nominating Committee: 
Karen McBride and Lori Wasielewski

Continuing Board Officers & 

Directors 2009-2011

Co-President, Carole Torok-Huxtable

Co-President, Donna Gillette

1st Vice-President, Johanna Albrecht

Director, Lillian (Trudy) Kennedy

Director, Lucile Argenzia

Director, Karen McBride

Director, Lori Wasielewski

Proposed Slate of Candidates 

2010-2012

2nd Vice-President, Margaret Pfeiffer (continuing)

Treasurer, Audrey Sotendahl (continuing)

Director, Sharen Barboza (continuing)

Director, Lisa Ostrander  (continuing)

Director, Elizabeth Pattengill

Director, Shirley Van Marter 

Off Board Specialists/Committee Chairs

Smart Growth:  Barbara Weaver; Historian/Archivist: Donna Loomis Rubin

***************************************************************************

Election Season Check Up 2009/Planning for 2010
Based on the results of the Voter Service Survey, conducted amongst all state leagues concerning their voter service activities for 2009, key words emerging were “co-sponsoring” and “partnering.”  [Results of this survey, reported by Maggie Moehringer, Voter Service Vice President for LWVNY, appear in the January 2010 State Board Report, (SBR), available as a link on www.lwvny.org.]  Our League’s voter service efforts reflected those of most other Leagues who responded to this survey (i.e., wide distribution of Voter Service Guides and co-sponsoring voter registration drives).  However, we differed in one key element – the extent of the broadcast media’s involvement in our voter education efforts and candidate forum events.  The objective in the League’s “Get-out-the-Vote” efforts always is to educate the electorate on the issues and the candidates before they head to the polls.  Hosting “meet-the-candidate” forums traditionally has been a valid means of providing this information to the electorate.  However, since attendance at our three October 2009 candidate forums was quite poor, other means of encouraging community participation in pre-election activities must be found.  [Indeed, last October, WIBX Radio, through their frequent announcements about, and their on-site coverage of, all three forums was a great boost to our education/messaging efforts and visibility before the public.]  Maggie Moehringer in her report stated, however, that most of the 2009 League candidate events across the state involved the mass media and were broadcast multiple times over public access channels, including local radio and television stations. She stated further that introducing the broadcast media into the mix goes a long way towards encouraging attendance at candidate forums, and encourages the candidates themselves to cooperate. Co-sponsoring and/or partnering helps attract a larger audience and more media attention to League candidate events.  Thus as the 2010 Election Season approaches and the contests for NYS Assembly and Senate seats and the 24th Congressional District seat, as well as seats for certain local offices come up for election in November 2010, our League will be considering innovative ways to ignite and sustain the public’s interest concerning the issues and the candidates, as well as enlisting early on the expertise of our local print and broadcast media outlets to help get the “Get-out-the-Vote” message out.  Please note that your willingness to assist the Voter Service Committee in any way will be most appreciated!

-- Submitted by Barbara Brookes & Karen McBride

***************************************************************************

	League of Women Voters, Utica/Rome Metro Area 

	Proposed Budget for 2010-2011

	
	Budget
	
	Actual
	
	Budget
	

	Income
	2009-2010
	
	2009
	
	2010-2011
	

	Dues
	$3,185.00
	
	$2,880.00
	
	$3,200.00
	

	Contributions/Gifts
	150.00
	
	103.60
	
	150.00
	

	Breakfast Meetings
	2000.00
	
	2,034.50
	
	2300.00
	

	     (Payments for membership meetings.)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	"Utica/Rome Voter" Ads
	360.00
	
	405.00
	
	450.00
	

	Election Reporting
	90.00
	
	90.00
	
	90.00
	

	From State Raffle
	50.00
	
	0.00
	
	0.00
	

	Total Income
	5,835.00
	
	$5,513.10
	
	$6,190.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenses
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Per-Member Payments to LWVUS
	$1,343.00
	
	$1,542.60
	
	$1,700.00
	

	Per-Member Payments to LWVNYS
	828.00
	
	954.00
	
	1100.00
	

	Meals (Food costs for membership meetings.)
	1800.00
	
	1,848.70
	
	2000.00
	

	Voter Guides and Voter Services
	200.00
	
	130.45
	
	200.00
	

	"Utica/Rome Voter" (printing costs)
	400.00
	
	0.00
	
	300.00
	

	Postage
	175.00
	
	220.55
	
	225.00
	

	Use of space--OCHS, NHPL & forum sites
	100.00
	
	225.00
	
	300.00
	

	Website
	50.00
	
	62.35
	
	75.00
	

	Publications
	100.00
	
	0.00
	
	0.00
	

	Conferences and Conventions
	610.00
	
	660.00
	
	200.00
	

	Miscellaneous (Photos)
	200.00
	
	28.22
	
	80.00
	

	Total Expenses
	$5,806.00
	
	$5,671.87
	
	$6,180.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grants Budget
	$405.00
	
	
	
	
	


***************************************************************************
PLEASE VISIT AND SUPPORT
OUR SPONSORS!
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Officers


2009-2010





Co-Presidents


Carole Torok-Huxtable


(822-5283/827-4203)


dchuxtable@windstream.net





Donna Gillette


(865-6546)


donnagillette72@yahoo.com








1st Vice-President


Johanna Albrecht


(732-3769)


jalbrecht2@verizon.net








2nd Vice-President


Margaret Pfeiffer


(839-5682)


megfish@roadrunner.com








Treasurer 


Audrey Sotendahl


(797-3282)


audrey25@verizon.net








Secretary


Barbara Brookes


(853-2723)


bbrookes2003@yahoo.com














Directors


Lilian (Trudy) Kennedy   Karen McBride      	Isabel Chiquoine	Lisa Ostrander


(733-6244)		    (724-2359)	 	(853-2925)		(736-3898)


trewck@roadrunner.com	      skiesprit@aol.com        	ichiquoi@hamilton.edu	lostrander@aol.com





Lucile Argenzia	Jean Pierce		Lori Wasielewski	Sharen Barboza


(337-7043)	(797-4109)		(736-7425)		(534-9253)


luciluci67@yahoo.com	pierce4273@roadrunner.com	loriwaz@gmail.com    	sharenb@gmail.com





Off Board Specialists 


Barbara Weaver	Paul Baker		Donna L. Rubin


buckyw1@verizon.net	dormark@markson.net		loomisrubin@windstream.net
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP BREAKFAST





�





WHEN:	Saturday, March 20th, 2010


	9:45 a.m. registration


	10 am.  Panel begins after breakfast





WHERE:	Dorothy Smith Advocacy Center -- RCIL 


	1607 Genesee Street, Utica


	(corner of Scott St., formerly Temple Beth El)


	� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.lwvuticarome.org/images/icon_accessible.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���(THIS LOCATION IS FULLY ACCESSIBLE)





TOPIC:	Fair Pay & Pay Equity


	


COST:	$12 members/$15 non-members – 


Call or email reservations to Trudy (trewck@roadrunner.com, 733-6244) by 


Fri., Mar. 12th 





Bring a guest!





If you would like to hear the speakers but not participate in the breakfast, please arrive at 10:30. You are welcome to join us free of charge for the speakers.


























