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	Betsey's Briefs - Betsey Swan, President 
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This has an incredibly busy season for both me and the League:  

· A few weeks ago I was invited to attend a global warming conference in Washington, DC by Oxfam America.  Approximately one hundred leaders from all over the country were invited to participate as Oxfam America Sisters on the Planet Ambassadors.  (Click here for a full report.)
· Our  90th birthday celebration was both informative and well attended.  Videos of the redistricting forum are available at the Rockefeller Institute Website.

· We are co-hosting Albany on the Record on May 5.  This is an educational event to discover where elected officials and candidates stand on issues contained in our Fix Albany Now Legislative Agenda.  Plan to come to Albany and invite your friends, family, and community members.  Free buses and lunch will be provided. (Click here for more information) or (

 HYPERLINK "http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=xvdd9odab.0.0.tl8gf4cab.0&p=https%3A%2F%2Fspreadsheets.google.com%2Fviewform%3Fhl%3Den%26formkey%3DdGdkVVI1T2NyQTBtRUdPU2pCbjZmMnc6MA&id=preview" \t "_blank" click here to sign up online).
· Join the League at its Spring Fling cocktail party in Manhattan on May 14.  Activities are arranged for those who wish to make a weekend of it.  (Click here for more information.)
· The LWVUS convention will be held in Atlanta from June 12-15, 2010.  If you have not attended an national convention, we urge you to do so.  This is a wonderful opportunity to experience first-hand the depth of experience and knowledge of League members throughout the country.  The real excitement is not necessary reflected in the agenda but occurs during caucuses and through networking.  See the "Members Only" section at www.lwv.org for registration information.

The New York League wishes to nominate itself and local Leagues for a national convention award for its youth programs.  If your League would like to be included, please contact me at betsey@lwvny.org immediately.

· League Council.  Council materials will go out shortly.  Included will be a review of what we have accomplished over the past year, the proposed budget, and a proposal to amend the program to include a concurrence on marriage equality. (Click here for more information.)
And last but not least, I want to send a big fat thank you to all the Leagues and League members who have helped to make this past year so exciting and successful.  I am constantly overwhelmed by the level of expertise and energy throughout the state.  The state League could not do its job without your help.  I have arranged a number of visits to local Leagues mow that spring has sprung.  If  your League would like to arrange a visit, drop me a line or give me a call at 518-426-3711. 
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	Albany On the Record - May 5, 2010 

[image: image2.jpg]


On May 5, 2010, the League will co-sponsor Albany on the Record, and educational event in which it will bring citizens to Albany to hear the positions of the state's leading political figures on how they will reform Albany. The League is organizing buses to this event from around the state; locations will be determined based on registrations received.  Travel is free, and lunch will be provided. Sign up directly online or on the state League website or by email or call the state office at 518-465-4162.

Spring Fling Weekend in NYC - May 14-16
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Experience the wonder of Manhattan in the spring!  Come to the League's Spring Fling, with activities scheduled for Friday, May 14 through Sunday, May 16.  The kick-off will be a Friday evening cocktail party at the lovely Manhattan home of Sally Robinson, state League Director of Issues and Advocacy, followed on Saturday with tours or Ellis Island, the King Tut exhibit, attendance at South Pacific at Lincoln Center, and more. Reservations for the Cocktail Party will be received until May 1, but after March 26, reservations for the tours and theater may be limited. Call the state office to make a reservation.

 

Membership - Georgia DeGregorio, VP Membership 
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The LWVNYS Board recently approved establishment of three new MAL Units in NYS: Hamilton County, St. Lawrence County, and Orange County. And, we have interest and activity for creating units in Wayne County and Westbury. The MAL Unit in Warren County is also preparing to become a full-fledged local League later this year. Let's keep growing! To read more about what each MAL Unit is doing, click here.

Advocacy - Sally Robinson, VP Issues and Advocacy 
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We ask local Leagues to lobby their legislators while the legislators are in the home offices.  League members are encouraged to join their representatives during this lobby session; contact your local Action Chair or President if you would like to lobby with the League. 

On February 26th, we emailed the Legislative Packet Part II to local league presidents and action chairs.    It is also on the home page under Action.  We reorganized the action material on the home page so "Ethics and Campaign Finance Materials" and "Election Law Reform" materials are collected on separate pages with a link under Action. In addition to our lobbying timetable for this year and giving tips for lobby visits, Legislative Packet Part II contained:

·        An ethics and campaign finance enforcement update
·        Talking points and suggested action on campaign finance reforms
·        Talking points and suggested action on redistricting
·        An update on our advocacy for revision of the NYS absentee ballot application.

It also contained a 6-page supplement with considerably more detailed information on the issues for those with an interest, including linkages to additional resources.  Thanks to Betsey for her considerable help with that piece. Click here for the Lobby Report form which is due to the state League office by June 1.

1919 Society 

In celebration of the League's ninetieth birthday, the New York League is happy to announce creation of the 1919 Society, representing individuals who have included the LWVNY in their wills.  To join the 1919 Society, all you have to do is include the LWVNYS in your will. If you already have included the League in your will, just let us know and we'll add you to the members of the Society. We will not ask for either proof of the bequest or its amount - we just want to honor your future support. As a member, your name will be engraved on a plaque in the state League office, listed in the State Voter, and on the website.
 
You have worked so hard for the League for so many years. Why not help to ensure the future of the League by including support for the League in your will?  Your donation can specify the Centennial Fund of the Education Foundation, a perpetually endowed fund, the general fund of the Education Foundation or the League. The process is simple, and we can help you with the correct language.  Just contact Laura Ladd Bierman, Executive Director, LWVNYS, at Laura@lwvny.org or by phone at 518-465-4162 for more information or to join this new Society.
 
If you believe that a strong League is vital to the health of our democracy, please become a member of the 1919 Society.

Ruth Shur Fellows Announced 

LWVNY VP of Membership Georgia DeGregorio was selected to part of the first class of Ruth Shur Fellows.  Georgia is one of 12 league members from around the country selected for this program to promote membership and leadership in the League. Georgia recently met with the other Shur fellows in Washington, D.C. to launch the program with three days of training.  Congratulations Georgia!   We have no doubt that New York will benefit from your experience.

League Blog - Stay Current on Albany Politics 
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Jay Gallagher, former Bureau Chief for Gannett News in Albany, is writing a blog for the state League. The blog provides current information on the happenings in Albany politics - with some extra quotes, comments and stories to enliven the facts. He is updating the blog almost daily so if you want to follow the decisions and discussion in the state Assembly or Senate, read Jay's blog. There is a link to the blog directly from our website - just click on "New League Blog" in the upper right corner of the homepage. And, if you would like to comment on the blog, follow these instructions (and you don't have to sign in or join):

1.      Go to the blog page

2.      If using Firefox as your browser. Be sure 3rd Party Cookies is enabled.
         Click on Tools -select Options - then select Privacy - then check the box marked  Accept Third Party Cookies
3.      Click the link marked Comments below the blog on which you want to comment
4.      Type your comments into the box marked Leave your comment
5.      Scroll down to Word Verification and Type in the word that you see (graphic)
6.      Scroll down to Choose Identity and select Anonymous
7.      Click Publish your Comment.
8.      Your comments will not be published until approved by office

This is a great way to stay current on politics in Albany and to join in the conversation about them. Give it a try!

LWVNYS Council   

In April all local Leagues will be receiving a packet of information and forms as part of the 2010 Council. The packet will include the proposed 2010-2011 state budget and program proposals. At its March meeting the board recommended an amendment to League program to include a four-month concurrence with the LWV Maine position on marriage equality.  In the event that the concurrence on the same issue being presented at the national convention in June is adopted by the delegates, it will be unnecessary for us to undertake this at the state level. Watch for more information and the packets and be sure to have your local League respond by June 2. This is your opportunity to shape the next year of the LWV of New York State.

Legislative Update - Barbara Bartoletti 
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While the rest of the world might have had something significant going on in their personal lives during the month of March, healthcare reform on the national level has now passed, March Madness goes on in the world of sports, but in the NYS legislature we have total stagnation.   Late in February, Hiram Monserrate was expelled by his fellow Senators and a special election was set for March 16th.  Because the democrats have a slim majority (32/30) and Mr. Monserrate was the 32nd vote, his expulsion has left the democrats without a majority vote.  Without a 32nd vote, the democrats in the state Senate have been unable to vote on any legislation, therefore NOTHING has happened. The League's election reform legislation, which passed the Assembly in January, has been on third reading in the Senate since early February.  The no-excuse absentee ballot bill, as well as other changes to the election law, have remained on third reading in the Senate, but have not passed.  
 
Once the March 16th election to replace Mr. Monserrate was held, Assemblyman Jose Peralta, now Senator Peralta was seated and therefore the democrats had their 32nd vote.  One significant League priority which we have been advocating for 17 years did become law last week when the Governor signed the Family Health Care Decision Act.  This legislation would allow the family of a patient who did not have a health care proxy to express what that patient would want for end of life care.  This was a significant lobbying victory for the League.
 
Budget negotiations are being done behind closed doors by the same old "three men in a room" and it would appear that there will be no open conference committees this session. In an election year when only cuts are being done, no leader wants his members exposed to cameras talking about cuts to education and healthcare. This past Monday, March 22nd, ten days before the fiscal year ends and the budget is due, the Senate passed its one house budget resolution containing several cuts to education and healthcare to close the more than 9 billion dollar budget deficit for this year.  Yesterday, March 24th, the Assembly was in session late into the evening passing their one house budget bill which does not have as severe cuts to education and healthcare as does the Senate version.  It does contain some of the recommendations made by Lt. Governor Richard Ravitch. Negotiations will continue, perhaps through the weekend to resolve differences between the legislature and the Governor; however, it is quite certain the New York will not have an on-time budget this year.    
 
The League will continue to monitor the activity OR inactivity as we move beyond the budget to the rest of the legislative session.   

NYS Fair Pay Summit and Advocacy Day - April 20 

Join the NYS Pay Equity Coalition at the Legislative Office Building on April 20 (starting at 9:30 am) for action on Fair Pay for all. The coalition is working to pass job-title pay equity legislation in fields where women and people of color are the majority of the workforce. This is a free event and a good opportunity to learn more about this issue. For more information, call Lois Haignere, State League Pay Equity Co-Chair, 518 464-0991.

Students Inside Albany - April 11-14  

[image: image8.jpg]////”//’é/t’udents

SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS



 On April 11, over 30 students from 24 Leagues and 2 MAL Units will convene in Albany for the state League's annual Students Inside Albany Conference. The students will learn about lobbying from different types of lobbyists, such as special interest lobbyists, union lobbyists and paid lobbyist; they will hear from a media panel as to how the media can influence the public policy making process and they will participate in a role-playing with Assemblywoman Sandy Galef to determine tips for being an effective citizen lobbyist. They will also shadow both their Senator and Assembly member for one afternoon each. The students will learn that anyone can be a lobbyist and have an impact on public policy.

Forum on Redistricting - Feb. 9, 2010  
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Over 60 people from 9 local Leagues and other organizations attended an educational forum on redistricting held at the Rockefeller Institute on February 9th. This forum, which was co-sponsored with the Rockefeller Institute of Government addressed the issue of redrawing the boundaries for legislative districts in New York after the 2010 U.S. Census and the effect that may have on competitive elections. Panelists included state Assemblyman Daniel J. Burling; state Assemblyman William Parment ; Jeffrey Wice, special counsel to state Senator Martin Malave Dilan Sr.; Gerald Benjamin, associate vice president for regional engagement at the State University of New York at New Paltz; and Blair Horner, legislative director of the New York Public Interest Research Group. The discussion was moderated by Susan Arbetter, host of WCNY's "The Capitol Pressroom." Videos of the presentations can be viewed on the Rockefeller Institute website. A reception was held following the Forum to celebrate the national League's 90th Birthday; photos from the forum and reception can be viewed on the League's Facebook page.

Sisters On the Planet Conference - Washington, DC 

Betsey Swan, LWVNYS President, was honored to be invited by Oxfam of America to attend a Sisters on the Planet conference earlier this month in Washington, D.C. and to become one of approximately 100 Ambassadors of the organization.  During the conference the attendees learned how women in developing countries are the hardest hit by the effects of climate change and lobbied Congress for cap and trade legislation and a commitment to allocation of resources to women in developing countries to enable them to adapt to their lives to the realities of climate change.  League President Mary Wilson was honored at this conference for the League's work in combating climate change. For the full report, click here.

Local League News 

Tompkins County League celebrated Women's History Month with a number of events including, "Wome[image: image10.jpg]


n's Suffrage Movement in Upstate New York," presented by Karen Pastorello, Professor of History at Tompkins Cortland Community College. Ms. Pastorello portrayed the important women who worked for women's voting rights from before the first Women's Convention in Seneca Falls, August 18, 1848, to the passage of the 19th Constitutional Amendment in 1920.   
  
The League in Suffolk County is holding their 42nd Annual Gala Dinner and Celebration on May 17th with Blair Horner, Legislative Director of NYPIRG, speaking. 
 
In honor of Child Abuse Prevention month, the League in Cortland County will turn its focus in April to the state of children in Cortland County with a program entitled "Child Welfare in Cortland County"; Tiffanie Parker, Director of Social Services and Colin Cummins, Child Protective Services Supervisor, will speak about services in Cortland County, local data, and the local trends.

The League in Saratoga County had front page coverage in their local newspaper for the LeaderSpark program they held in February. The program offered over 30 local high school students training in leadership, planning, public speaking, conflict resolution and recognizing achievements through a combination of lectures, group discussion and interactive events.
 
Coffee and Conversation is sponsored by the New Rochelle League of Women Voters and is part of an ongoing series of monthly informal conversations between local leaders and the public in an informal setting.  Upcoming speakers include a County Legislator and the County Clerk.
 
The League of Nassau County will celebrate the League's 90th Birthday and the 90th Anniversary of the passage of the 19th Amendment with dinner and dramatic presentations starring League members: the voices of the suffragists; the conflicts which drove them apart; and the issues which brought them together.
 
In Schenectady, the League of Women Voters sponsored a Forum on Open Government; speakers included Robert Freeman, Executive Director of the NYS Committee on Open Government, and Judy Patrick, Daily Gazette Managing Editor.
 
Many local Leagues are holding meetings to discuss the statewide study on local consolidation and shared services; some have already completed  their consensus meetings as well. Leagues in Utica/Rome, Albany County, Buffalo/Niagara, Schenectady and Rensselaer are just a couple of those with meetings scheduled.
  
The LWV of Chemung County held an important environment educational meeting in February regarding the impact of horizontal natural gas drilling and hydrofracking on air and water quality, followed by a Q&A session.  Calvin Tillman, Mayor of Dish, Texas talked about his town's experience with gas drilling.   
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Mack, president, discussed the Local Development Corporation, Inc. at the Plattsburgh LWV meeting in March. Founded to foster economic development in the Town of Plattsburgh, members work to form partnerships to achieve goals and meet needs of the community.
 
"Albany: Have we Reached the Tipping Point?" was the title of the meeting held at the NYC League's new headquarters. Larry Norden, Senior Counsel of the Democracy Project at NYU's Brennan Center for Justice, led a discussion of the need for reform in the State Legislature.  Among the audience of more than 60 members and friends of the League was retired State Senator Franz Leichter, who reviewed some of the history of structural problems in the Legislature.
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