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Voter Registration



Online Registration

- Online registration has launched in New York State. 

- nyovr.elections.ny.gov 

- Uses NY.gov platform.

- Also used by DMV, OTDA, Dept. Of Tax, and Dept. of Labor

- Using platform to ensure security.

- Voter can upload their signature or use signature on file.

- Registration are still processed by County Boards Of Election.

- New York City Voters have separate portal. 







































10 Day Registration Deadline

- Voters now have until the 10th day ahead 

of the election to register to vote.

- Still determining impact from Online Voter 

Registration.

- Voters can vote on first day of early voting 

by affidavit ballot if they are not already 

registered.

- Counties will review voter’s 

qualification first, then count the ballot.



Automatic Voter Registration
- Program is pending.

- Delays have been caused by 

pandemic and two failed 

procurements.

- First agency will be DMV followed by 

Department of Health.

- National Voter Registration Act already 

requires agencies to ask clients if they 

would like to register to vote.

- Difference of new system is it will be an 

opt out rather an than opt in.



Confidential Registration

- Victims of domestic violence are no longer 

required to have a court order to have their 

registration sealed.

- Any voter that is a victim of domestic violence 

can submit a form requesting to have their 

registration record sealed.

- Voter will work with County Board to determine 

voting method moving forward. 



Absentee Changes



Counting Of Absentee Ballots

- Ballots are now counted upon 

receipt.

- Counties set timelines of 

when ballots are opened and 

canvassed.

- Voters are no longer permitted to 

vote on a machine if they have 

requested an absentee ballot.

- The voter’s first received ballot 

will be counted.



Accessible Absentee Ballots

- Voters with print disabilities can 

request an accessible absentee 

ballot.

- The voter will receive the ballot 

electronically.

- The ballot can be marked using 

a software that is screen reader 

accessible.

- Voters are sent an affirmation 

envelope and return envelope with 

a tactile mark of where to sign.



Pre-Paid Absentee Postage

- All absentee ballots now include pre-paid return postage.

- The state received funding to provide postage.

- Voters who request an absentee ballot application will also receive a 

return envelope with pre-paid postage. 



Absentee Tracker

- Built into the Voter Look Up.

- Look Up will show whether a ballot has been requested, the request 

received, the ballot application approved or denied, the ballot sent, and the 

ballot received by the Board.



Revocation of Absentee Excuse 

Expansion

- The temporary illness excuse no longer 

includes fear of a communicable disease 

such as COVID. 

- Voters can still request an absentee ballot 

if they are temporarily ill or disabled or for 

any of the other statutory reasons.



Deadline Change

- The deadline to request an absentee 

ballot was moved to 15 days ahead of an 

election in 2020. 

- The deadline to return an absentee ballot 

was also permanently set as the date of 

the election.



Poll Site Changes



Extended Early Voting Hours

- Weekend early voting hours were 

extended in 2022 to include additional 

weekend hours.

- Sites must be open on the weekend for 8 

hours between 8:00 am and 9:00 pm.

- Sites must also stay open until 8:00 pm at 

least two weekdays.



Poll Sites on College Campuses

- Colleges or universities with 300 or more 

registered voters on a contiguous property 

must have a poll site on the campus or  at 

a nearby location.

- Boards of Election work with the university 

itself to determine location of the site.

- Only applies to Election Day sites.



Public Campaign Finance 



Public Campaign Finance 

- Passed in 2019

- The program provides a multiple match on small contributions from NYS 

residents to candidates who opt in, allowing candidates the opportunity to raise 

competitive amounts based on eligible contributions from constituents.

- Amplify voice of New York voters with a matching rate of anywhere between $12-

to-$1 to $6-to-$1.

- Contributors can contribute up to $250 during the election cycle if they seek to 

have their contribution matched.



Public Campaign Finance 

- The NYS Public Campaign Finance Program will be the largest such 

program in the Nation covering 217 offices. 

- Statewide Offices:  Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, 

Comptroller.

- State Senate (63 offices)

- State Assembly (150 offices)



Public Campaign Finance 

Match Formula $6-to-$1

Example
$100 contribution gets $600 public matching funds for a 
total of $700

Maximum Match
$250 contribution gets $1,500 public matching funds for 
a maximum of $1,750

Statewide Offices

Match Formula
$12-to-$1 for first $50
$9-to-$1 for next $100
$8-to-$1 for next $100

Example
$100 contribution gets $1,050 public matching funds 
($600 for first $50 + $450 for next $50) for a total of 
$1,150

Maximum Match
$250 contribution gets $2,300 public matching funds for 
a maximum of $2,550

State Legislative Offices



Public Campaign Finance 

- Candidates may begin raising matchable contributions on 

November 9, 2022. 

- Currently 34 candidates registered. 

- The first implementation of the public matching program for State 

Senate and State Assembly candidates will be in 2024.  

- The first implementation of the public matching program for 

statewide office (Governor, Lt. Governor, State Attorney General, 

and State Comptroller) candidates will be in 2026.  



Public Campaign Finance 

- Eligibility requirements include:

- Be a candidate in a covered election (Primary/General/Special) 

for a covered office;

- Be opposed by a candidate (not including write-ins);

- Not make expenditures from personal funds;

- Meet threshold requirements for number of matchable 

contributions received and total monetary contributions 

received; and

- Adhere to all program requirements (disclosure, contribution 

limits, etc.)



Public Campaign Finance 
- More information visit www.pcfb.ny.gov

http://www.pcfb.org/


New York Voting Rights 

Act



New York State Voting Rights Act

- Still awaiting effectuation. 

- Many components have an 

effective date three years after 

signing.

- Others are effective one year 

after signing. 

- Others will be effective after 

Attorney General’s Office 

confirms they are prepared to 

implement. 

- Currently active legislative to 

further alter implementation date 

(S.818/A.7431)



New York State Voting Rights Act

- Most components will be 

implemented by Attorney General’s 

Civil Rights Bureau, not Board of 

Elections. 

- Pre-clearance and other 

discrimination and voter 

protection measures are within 

the Attorney General’s purview.  

- BOE Specific components include:

- Additional language access and 

assistance for minority language 

groups (will not take effect for 3 

years)



New York State Voting Rights Act

- Components of act include:

- Redistricting protections

- Defining minority groups

- Defining political 

subdivisions

- Prohibiting voter 

intimidation

- Gives AG authority to issue 

subpoenas



New York State Voting Rights Act

- Proposes remedies for voter suppression if 

violations are identified.

- Remedies are not defined but broadly 

include:

- Voter education

- Expanding registration 

- Altering the dates of voting

- Adding voting hours

- Additional poll sites

- Additional means of voting by 

mail 



Questions?


