
MEMBERSHIP:
Everything, Everywhere, 

All at Once

Presented by: 

Joy Rosenzweig, Pattie Garrett, Dare 
Thompson and Erica Smitka

Organized by 
your friendly neighborhood 

Local League Support Committee 

Kathy Stein, Joy Rosenzweig, 
Jane Colvin, Pattie Garrett , 

Lori Robinson, and Judie Gorenstein



Membership: Everything, Everywhere, All at Once,  June 2023

MEMBERSHIP
A Component of Everything We Do  

• Voter Services:  Pattie Garrett
• Citizen Education:  Dare Thompson
• Advocacy on State Issues: Erica Smitka 



THE  ASK
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• Ask others to attend a League program

• Ask others to join

• Ask members how they want to get involved

• Ask engaged Leaguers to take leadership positions



• Make personal contact

• Introduce new members

• Mingle

• Limit League lingo
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Become a Welcoming League

** Communicate clearly and often that you 
sincerely appreciate members’ efforts and that 

they add value ** 
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Leadership Sets the Organizational Culture

Good Leaders Motivate, Inspire, and Develop Others

Qualities of good leaders include:

• Active listening skills

• Trust in people

• Ability to celebrate member contributions

• Ability to bring people together and nurture a 
LWV community

• Understanding  that developing new leaders is 
a key leadership task



We are everything voting
We are everywhere all at once
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Voter Services
Election Season is our Season 



Get Out the Vote. Get Out Our Message.
Get New Members. 

• Candidate Forums

• Voter Registration, 
National Voter Registration Day
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• Who We Are
The LWV is a nonpartisan, trusted grassroots organization that 
never endorses or opposes a candidate. The League is working 
to protect and expand voting rights and ensure everyone is 
represented in our democracy. We empower voters and 
defend democracy through advocacy, education, and 
litigation, at the local, state, and national levels. 

• Memberships is open to all genders. 
Not polar bears.

• Call us at:

• Email us at:

• Visit our website at: 

Membership: Everything, Everywhere, All at Once,  June 2023

LWV of Bozeman Area

Messaging Everywhere on Everything 
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Candidate Forums

• Connect with and invite media

• Promote on talk shows

• Write op-eds and newspaper articles

• Staff your table with members and 
membership information

• Have attendees fill out sign-in sheets 
with contact information for follow up
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Candidate Forums 
• Logos everywhere: on candidate 

tables, podiums, in Zoom’s 
background

• All members wear  large LWV pins, 
the larger the better

• The moderator includes a message 
about the League in the opener and 
at closing remarks, include “The Ask”
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Voter Registration 

• National Voter Registration Day

• Farmers’ Markets

• Community Days or Fairs

• All League events

• Marches-Have clipboards ready with 
registration forms and membership 
brochures 
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Include membership information



A Well Stocked Voter Registration Table

• Collect contact information 

• Display information about upcoming events

• Put message and logo on everything

• Have stickers or puzzles for children
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Staff the table with experienced members 
along with new or less engaged members
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Develop Leaders through Voter Services

• Every voter registration drive and 
candidate forum provide opportunities 
to engage new members

• Try a small task 

• Plan an event with an experienced 
member

• Shadow a more experienced member 
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Hot Topics & Citizen Education
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Choose “Issues with Legs”

Hot Topics

(Issues that lots of people care deeply about and 
have an impact on the broad community)

Climate Change

Campaign Finance
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Warm Conversation
and Tasty Food
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Don’t Be Afraid to Make News!



Membership: Everything, Everywhere, All at Once,  June 2023

LOCATION

LOCATION

LOCATION

Choose a location  that 
works well for topic 

discussions

LOCATION



Engaging Members Through Advocacy
• Many League members join because they have been activated by an issue!

• Surge in membership post 2016

• What issues are we working on?
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How the League Advocates

• Sends Memos of Support or Opposition

• Writes letters to legislators or legislative leaders

• Writes letters to Governor

• Lobbies legislators at the Capitol

• Issues Press Releases or holds Press Conferences

• Issues an Action Alert for members to call legislators 
or Governor

• Asks members to call, write or email
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How Local League Members Advocate

• Take action on local issues – reminder that only 
your President can speak on behalf of your League

• Join a state committee

• Participate in identifying priorities for your League

• Senate: https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation

• Assembly: https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=advanced

LWV of the Rivertowns
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https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=advanced


How to Engage a New Member 
on an Advocacy Issue
• Goal: Get them to understand their power can be 

multiplied with the League. 

• Talk to them about the legacy of the League
• Earning women the right to vote!

• Bottle Bill

• Voting Rights Legislation

• Tell them what we are doing now
• Legislative Agenda 2023

• Let them know how they can get involved
• ERA Taskforce

• Committees: Healthcare, Criminal Justice, Environmental
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Let’s talk about a few examples!

• NYS Equal Rights Amendment

• Medical Aid in Dying

• Environmental Issues
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ACROSS
2. One way LWV members advocate is to ___ their legislators.
3. To attract attendees to events, choose issues with ____.
6. Pairing a new member with an experienced member to staff a VR 
table is a great way to get the person ___.
8. For what NYS constitutional amendment is the League advocating?
10. To retain members the LWV should create a ____ environment.
11. Founder of the LWV
12. Most important membership tool

DOWN
1. Where should Leagues place messaging?
4. At candidate forums, use ___ sheets to gather contact information 
of attendees.
5. Who sets the organizational culture?
7. Most important LWV committee
9. Hot topics luncheons require ___ that are easy to get to and that 
facilitate group discussions.

Use the clues above to fill in the words in the crossword puzzle.
Words can go across or down.
Letters are shared when the words intersect.

WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT MEMBERSHIP & LEADERSHIP?
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Additional Info

▪ LWVNYS Website: Membership/Leadership Resources

lwvny.org/membership-leadership-resources/

▪ LWVUS Website: League Management

https://www.lwv.org/league-management/policies-

guidance/membership-leadership-development-mld-handbook

https://lwvny.org/membership-leadership-resources/
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/policies-guidance/membership-leadership-development-mld-handbook

